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disposition, if not the character, of the prince.
Military training had roused him physically;
association with the two old Napoleonic officers
and the glamour of the name of Bonaparte in
such an atmosphere had germinated a belief in
his own military genius ; companionship with the
pleasure-loving Hortense after that of the austere
Le Bas had caused a not unnatural reaction in
both his outlook and his habits. In one of the
frequent amours in which he indulged, he visited
his inamorata, an Italian countess, disguised as
a woman, and was promptly challenged to a duel
when surprised by the outraged husband. Of his
appearance and behaviour in 1829 we have a
vivid description from the pen of Lord Malmes-
bury, who met him in Rome at that time. His
Legs were short, but his body was so long that on
horseback he presented a commanding figure.
Muscular and active, he excelled in swimming,
horsemanship, and gymnastics. His expression
was grave, but redeemed by a singularly bright
smile, and he had become " a wild harum-scarum
youth, riding at full gallop through the streets to
the peril of the public ; fencing and pistol-shoot-
ing, apparently without a serious thought of any
kind."

Serious thoughts were soon to occupy his mind,
however. In February 1831 insurrection broke

out in the Romagna  on the  death  of Pope
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